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1. EXAM STRUCTURE 
 

1.1. The exam structure maps the Curriculum’s 8 x Foundation Modules: 
 

1. Anatomy, Embryology, and Growth and Development 
2. Surgical Equipment and Skills 
3. Pharmacology  
4. Physiology, Pathology and Microbiology  
5. Perioperative Care of the Surgical Patient 
6. Oral and Maxillofacial Imaging  
7. Clinical Skills  
8. Communication and Professional Skills 

 
1.2. To successfully pass the Foundation examination, a candidate must achieve the 

passing standard in each of the following components in the same examination diet: 
 

a) Overall pass in the Written examinations 
b) Overall pass in the Clinical examinations (viva voces) 
c) Pass the Anatomy component (Module 1) and Communication component 

(Module 8) Clinical examinations (viva voces) 
 

Exam 
Component 

Format Content 

Written 
Examinations 
  

Tests knowledge, understanding, and application  
Brief, focused responses 
Paper 1 
2 hours of SAQ’s  
 

3 question areas from Module 1 
3 question areas from Module 2 
3 question areas from Module 3 
3 question areas from Module 4 

Paper 2 
2 hours of SAQ’s 
 

3 question areas from Module 5 
3 question areas from Module 6 
3 question areas from Module 7 
3 question areas from Module 8 

Clinical 
Examinations 

2 Hours of 8 x 15-minute 
Vivas  

8 Vivas will assess each Foundation Module 
 

The tasks required include, but are not limited 
to: history taking and examination; 
demonstration of knowledge and practical 
technical skills; application of basic science 
knowledge; data acquisition and analysis; and 
demonstration of higher-order thinking, 
including clinical reasoning, problem-solving, 
and decision-making. 



 

 

2. CURRICULUM MAP FOUNDATION EXAMINATION 
 

 SAQ 
Paper 1 

SAQ 
Paper 2 

Viva 1  
 

Viva 2 
 

Viva 3 
 

Viva 4 
 

Viva 5 
 

Viva 6 
 

Viva 7 
 

Viva 8 
 

Anatomy, 
Embryology, & 
Growth & 
Development 

x  x        

Surgical 
Equipment and 
Skills 

x   x       

Pharmacology x    x      

Physiology, 
Pathology and 
Microbiology 

x     x     

Perioperative 
Care of the 
Surgical Patient 

 x     x    

Oral and 
Maxillofacial 
Imaging 

 x      x   

Clinical Skills  x       x  

Communication 
and Professional 
Skills 

 x        x 

 


