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Purpose 

 

This policy outlines the requirements for participation and compliance of RACDS OMS 

Specialists in Continuing Professional Development (CPD) ensuring it aligns with regulatory 

standards and within their scope of practice. 

 

Background 

 

All non-exempt medical practitioners in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand are required to 

have an Accredited CPD Home that will manage their CPD compliance in line with their 

scope of practice. 

 

The College provides an Accredited CPD program to ensure OMS Specialists maintain and 

improve their knowledge and skills as applicable to their professional practice.  The RACDS 

OMS CPD Program is designed to meet the requirements of the Medical Board of Australia 

(MBA) and the Medical Council of New Zealand (MCNZ) and enables OMS Specialists to 

meet the Standards for continuing medical registration and recertification in Australia and 

Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 

Participation in the RACDS OMS CPD Program is designed to enhance the knowledge, 

skills, competence, and professional awareness of surgeons. Through this program, OMS 

Specialists foster a culture of continuous learning that encourages collaboration, peer 

review, and reflective practice, all while ensuring compliance with standards set by 

regulatory authorities. 

 

Definitions 
 

RACDS / the College the Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons 

Continuing 

professional 

development (CPD) 

How health practitioners maintain, improve and broaden their 

knowledge, expertise and competence, and develop the 

personal and professional qualities required throughout their 

professional lives. 

CPD Year Means the 12-month period starting 1 January and ending 31 

December 

OMS Fellow OMS specialists that have been admitted to Fellowship of the 

RACDS (OMS). 

OMS Specialist For the purposes of this policy, OMS specialists are Fellows 

and non-OMS Fellows who have completed specialised 

training and are registered as an Oral Maxillofacial Surgeon in 

Australia or New Zealand. 

CPD Participant (except where the context otherwise allows) means any 

medical practitioner fully participating in the RACDS OMS 

CPD Program, irrespective of whether or not they are a Fellow 

of the College (OMS). 

Scope of practice The professional role and services that an individual health 

practitioner is trained, qualified and competent to perform. 
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Non-practising 

registration 

Practitioners who no longer wish to practise the profession but 

wish to remain registered. 

Non-compliant Means participants of the RACDS OMS CPD Program for the 

CPD Year who meet any of the following criteria: 

• do not record minimum requirements for a CPD Year; 

• fail a compliance audit. 

Approved education 

provider 

An education provider considered by the Fellowship 

Committee to have met the CPD activity approval assessment 

criteria for the activity they are applying for. 

Specialist 

International Medical 

Graduate (SIMG) 

Specialist International Medical Graduates (SIMGs) 

undergoing specialist assessment. 

 

Policy Statement 

 

1. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

 

1.1. The RACDS OMS CPD Program requirements align with the regulatory standards 

established by the Medical and Dental Boards of Australia and the Medical and 

Dental Councils of New Zealand. 

 

1.2. To meet the requirements of the OMS CPD Program, CPD Participants must 

complete the following during each CPD Year: 

 

1.2.1.  A minimum of 50 hours of approved CPD activities, comprising: 

 

a) 12.5 hours of Educational Activities 
 

b) 25 hours of Measuring Outcomes and Reviewing Performance activities, 
with 

 
c) a minimum of 5 hours of Outcome Measurement activities 

 
d) a minimum of 5 hours of Performance Review activities * 

 

1.2.2. One (1) Professional Development Plan and one (1) Self Reflection 

 

1.2.3.  CPD Activities which address the following program domains: 

 

a) Culturally Safe Practice (1.5 hours) 

 

b) Addressing Health Inequities (1 hour) 

 
c) Professionalism (2 hours) 

 

d) Ethical Practice (1 hour) 
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* Aotearoa New Zealand practitioners are required to engage in a structured  peer 

conversation activity.  

 

2. PROGRAM PARTICIPATION AND ENROLMENT 

 

2.1. Participation  

 

2.1.1. Australian medical practitioners who do not hold short-term limited registration 

(less than four weeks) or non-practising registration are required to participate 

in an Accredited CPD program. 

 

2.1.2.  New Zealand medical practitioners must demonstrate that they participate in an 

approved CPD Program by a College or a branch advisory body for their 

vocational scope to receive an Annual Practicing Certificate from the Medical 

Council of New Zealand (MCNZ). 

 

2.1.3. OMS Specialists who hold a specialist registration with the Medical and Dental 

Boards of Australia and the Medical and Dental Boards of New Zealand are 

required to participate in an Accredited CPD Program. 

 

2.1.4.  SIMG’s undergoing OMS specialist assessment are required to participate  in 

the RACDS OMS CPD Program. 

 

2.1.5. Retired OMS Specialists who maintain their practising registration are required 

to participate in an Accredited CPD Program. 

 

2.1.6. OMS Fellows living outside Australia or New Zealand must participate in the 

RACDS OMS CPD Program or elect to participate in an alternative program 

offered by an approved provider, such as a College or an Association within 

their country of practice. 

 

2.1.7. The Medical Board of Australia (MBA) requires a practitioner who has two or 

more years of clinical experience as a registered practitioner and is returning to 

practice after an absence of between one and three years to complete a 

minimum of one year’s CPD activities relevant to their intended scope of 

practice before recommencement.  

 

2.1.8. New Zealand medical practitioners returning to practice after a significant break, 

of three years or more, will need to demonstrate they meet the MCNZ’s recency 

of practice requirements.  

 

2.2. Enrolment 

 

2.2.1. OMS Fellows are automatically enrolled in the OMS RACDS CPD Program 

 upon payment of their annual fellowship fee.  
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2.2.2. All other Medical Practitioners can enrol into the OMS CPD Program by 

completing the CPD Enrolment Application Form via the RACDS website. 

Evidence of identity and payment of fee at the time of enrolment are required. 

 
 

3. PROGRAM COMPLIANCE 

 

3.1. Compliance with the RACDS OMS CPD Participation and Compliance Policy in 

accordance with the OMS CPD Guide is mandatory for all CPD Participants. The 

CPD requirements remain the same regardless of whether CPD Participants 

practise part-time or otherwise, unless they are a) automatically exempt or b) 

granted an exemption by the Fellowship Committee refer to section 4. 

 

3.2. CPD Participants who record the minimum requirements of the RACDS OMS CPD 

Program for the CPD Year by 28 February will be deemed to have completed their 

CPD.  Upon completion a Certificate of Compliance will be issued to CPD 

Participants unless the participant is selected for audit (refer to section 3.6). 

 

3.3. CPD Participants may request an extension of up to four (4) weeks to submit their 

CPD logbook by 31st March.  This request must be submitted to the Fellowship 

Committee in writing prior to the end of the calendar year and will be considered on 

a case-by-case basis. 

 

3.4. CPD Participants who have not been granted an extension and have not recorded 

their minimum CPD requirements by 28 February will be notified by the Fellowship 

Committee and allowed up to four (4) weeks to record their CPD.   

 

3.5. OMS Fellows who have no outstanding financial debts to the College and who have 

met their OMS RACDS CPD compliance requirements may request a Letter of Good 

Standing at any time throughout a CPD Year. 

 

3.6. Compliance Audit 
 

3.6.1. As mandated by accreditation standards for CPD Homes providers in Australia 

and New Zealand, the Fellowship Committee shall conduct a compliance audit 

annually to determine whether participants are compliant with the RACDS OMS 

CPD Program. 

 

3.6.2. A proportion of participants (approximately 10%) are randomly selected through 

a computer-generated algorithm to verify their CPD activities and/or provide 

documentation to support their participation in activities  

 

3.6.3. Selected CPD Participants must verify participation in CPD activities relevant to 

their scope of practice and educational value and provide adequate evidence to 

meet the minimum annual requirements in each category. The College will 

notify the CPD Participant selected and allow them up to four (4) weeks to 

provide suitable evidence.    
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3.6.4. A Certificate of Compliance will be issued to CPD Participants who successfully 

comply with the audit. 

 

3.7. Non-Compliance 
 

3.7.1. CPD Participants who have not applied for an extension will be deemed to be 

‘non-compliant’ in the OMS RACDS CPD Program if they meet any of the 

following criteria: 

 

a) failure to record the minimum requirements for a CPD Year; 

 
b) failure to comply with the CPD Audit 

 

3.7.2. The Fellowship Committee will notify all CPD Participants who have failed to 

demonstrate compliance and seek a response within four (4) weeks from the 

date of the letter. This correspondence will include the expectations of the 

College and the appropriate regulatory authority. If the CPD Participant does 

not respond to the initial correspondence, a final notification with outcomes will 

be forwarded to the CPD Participant.  

 

3.7.3. In Australia, the College is obligated to submit a CPD compliance report for all 

CPD participants to the MBA within six months after the end of each calendar 

year. In New Zealand, the College is obligated to report non-compliant CPD 

Participants to the MCNZ as soon as practicable. Additionally, the College must 

immediately report to the MCNZ any CPD Participants in New Zealand who 

withdraw from the Program. 

 

3.7.4. Non-compliance by an OMS Fellow with the annual CPD requirement will result 

in withdrawal of their Status of Good Standing with the College, and formal 

notification to the relevant regulatory authority. 

Continued non-compliance by an OMS Fellow with the CPD requirements 

constitutes a breach of Fellowship obligations. The Board of Directors will 

review the case, and the Chief Executive Officer will issue a formal written 

notification to the Fellow outlining the outcome and the reasons for the decision 

regarding their Fellowship status. 

 

4. PROGRAM EXEMPTION 

 

4.1. Trainees enrolled in an accredited training program, OMS Fellows who hold a short-

term limited registration (less than four weeks) or a non-practising registration are 

automatically exempt from CPD. 

 

4.2. CPD Participants who take a period of continuous leave for more than 6 months and 

up to and including 12 months may be eligible for a CPD exemption where their 

annual CPD requirements are exempt or prorated accordingly.  Leave from practice 

may include but is not limited to medical, parental, cultural or carer’s leave, and 

other special circumstances.  
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4.3. CPD Participants must submit their application for an exemption including 

supporting documentation at least four weeks before the end of the CPD Year to the 

Fellowship Committee. 

 

4.4. Supporting documentation may include but is not limited to medical reports or 

certificates, correspondence from a medical practitioner or other relevant authority, 

letters from your employer regarding absence from practice, statutory declaration or 

other proof relevant to the circumstances identified in your application. 

 

4.5. An OMS Fellow using an alternative Accredited CPD Home, must still comply with 

the CPD requirements and must notify the Fellowship Committee in writing of their 

withdrawal from the RACDS OMS CPD Program.  

 

4.6. OMS Fellows practising outside of Australian and New Zealand who are using a 

CPD Program in their country of practice must notify the Fellowship Committee in 

writing and provide an annual certificate of compliance from their approved overseas 

provider. 

 

4.7. New OMS Fellows admitted to the College after 30 October will also be 

automatically exempt from CPD for that year of admission. 

 

5. COLLEGE SUPPORT 

 

5.1. CPD Participants who have difficulty complying with the CPD requirements are 

encouraged to contact the Education Officer by e-mail at omsfellow@racds.org or 

phone +61 2 9262 6044 for support.  It may include requests for further training or 

remediation of underperforming OMS specialists. 

 

5.2. The College will consider each request on a case-by-case basis in collaboration 
with the relevant Regional Surgical Committee, employing hospital, private 
practice, or regulatory bodies.  
 

6. RECONSIDERATION, REVIEW AND APPEALS 

 

6.1. CPD Participants who are dissatisfied with the outcome of a determination in 
relation to this policy can appeal in accordance with the RACDS’ Reconsideration 
Review and Appeal Policy. 
 

6.2. CPD Participants who are dissatisfied with the administrative processes of RACDS 
CPD Program can raise their concern in accordance with the RACDS’ 
Administration Complaints Policy. 
 

7. RELATED DOCUMENTS  

 

7.1. This policy must be read with reference to the following: 
 

a) Medical Board of Australia Professional Performance Framework 
Strengthening CPD 
 

mailto:omsfellow@racds.org
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b) Medical Board of Australia Recency of Practice Registration Standard 

 

c) Medical Council of New Zealand Recertification and CPD Guide 
 

d) Medical Council of New Zealand Recertification Requirements for 
Vocationally Registered Doctors in New Zealand 
 

e) Medical Council of New Zealand Restoration to the Register Policy 
 

f) Medical Council of New Zealand Returning to Practice Policy 

 

g) Dental Board of Australia Guidelines on CPD 
 

h) Dental Council of New Zealand Recertification of Oral Health Practitioners 

Policy 

 

i) Dental Council of New Zealand CPD Activities Policy 

 


